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CIA Seeking Court

Writers of Unautho

"By George Lardner Jt. '
and Michael Getler
Washington Post Staft Writers ‘
* Its censorship powers bolstered by a-
new Supreme Court decision, the CIA .
is seeking court action against the au-
thors of other unauthorized books
about its acthtles sources sald ye—
terday. -5 - -
Even before the Supreme Court tu1-~
ing, which was handed down Tuesday, ".

" the Justice Department had filed suit”

azainst former CIA officer Philip
Agee to confiscate the profits of-two-
controversnal books- he helped write;-
exposing the names of CIA agents:in«
Western Europe and Africa. - '
Sources said the government'is con-
sidering similar suits against other au-
thors in the wake of the high court‘

-decmon. CIA offxclals refused to com- g

ment. Y
“1 dont ‘want to preJudlce any htx-
gation,” CIA Deputy Director Frank -
Carlucci told a reporter yesterday af--
ternoon following aun appearance be-’
fore a House subcommittee. ‘

In the touchstone case, involving a’
book by former CIA agent Frank

Snepp that admlttedly contamed no
classified information, the Supreme
Court held that the “overnment can
severely restrict the release of infor-

. mation bearing on national security
" by employes and former employes

even if no secret material is involved. -
Calls for still.more secrecy rever-

_ berated on Capitol Hill yesterday, In

. his testimony before the .House gov-,

" 'ernment’ information  subcommittee;"
. Carlucci assailed the law that makes..

CIA files subject to public. ‘serutiny.’

7 under. the ; m'eedom of Informatxon

Act.
Meanwmle, at another hea mg b

fore a House Foreign Affairs subcom-
’ mittee,. Sen.. Barry. Goldwater. (R-
" Ariz.), appearing as a witness, urged

‘that journalists who publish-sensitiveé |
"national security. mformation be tned

for treason. -iel:-in un¥ifays
oldwater s ire- was provoked ‘by ar-

" ticles in last Friday’s editions of The’

‘Washington Post and last Saturday’s-

. New York Times reporting on ‘secret-

" U.S. arms shipments to Afghan rebels
" that were started last month. - 4
“I feel it’s very treasonable-for any'

media in this country to come -out..

" tions that it is leak-proof, Goldwater
- sought repeatedly to claim that “99
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with chapter and verse about what v
heard in top secret hearings just 2~
weeks ago,” the Arizona senator pi
te_sted. “1 think that has to be stop
. I'think that’s abuse of freeddm

the press and I don't have any respe
‘for publications that do that becau
they are tearing down the secur1ty
our nation.”
". Rep. Dan Quayle (R-Ind), 2 form
newspaper reporter, was the only st

_committee member. to challenge Go -
water’s testimony. S

“I'm a little concerned about your.
proposals for sanctions against the

;. press~ rather ‘than against blabber-
... They're the .

Jmouth bureaucrats .
.ones -who are. responsnble i Quayle
told him. _ :

CJA . Director Stanbhe‘d Turner N
who  testifiea later, maintained that
the ageney has no effective legislation:
it can use to punish, let alone find
out, who the leakers are. All he can
do at present, he said, is dxsmxss "of-
fending employes.

The Forei7n Aftairs suhcommutee'
hearing had been convened to discuss
the role of lmel‘) sence and foxexon

policy, .but 1t was domma?ed by Gold-
water’s denuueistions. The vice chair-

"man of the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee, which prides itse.f on assump-

~percent” of sensitive leaks come from
. the executive bmnch rather than Con-
BresS. iss o <

-number of congressional. committees,

- that musg be notified o“covert- activi-
~ties/such -as the Afghan arms.ship--

- ments. The administration is atso un-
_willing to guarantee by law to share.
. CIA secrets with the two committees
‘that would continue to supervise the
agency: the Senate and Hruse Intelh-,
.,,ence panels: .-oixiy
¢ - House I)tellwence Commxtlee
M Cha‘rmarx Tdward P. Boland (D-Mass.)
‘suggested in his testimony yesterday
- afternoon that this was carryu.g the
: secrecy drive too far. :

. If rongressicnal overslaht of the i m--
telhdenc» community is to be limited
“to only two ron:mittees, Boland said -

KX

. The Carter 'admlnxatr,;tlon h‘nwe» ‘er;
. is seeking charter legiciation for .the’
. CIA that would sharply cu* .back.the

[he regards it as essential that those

the House govirnment informavion’
subcommittee; Carlucci took the posi.
tion that the congressional oversight
now afforded by the Senate and

. House Intelligence Committees was

more than adequate tQ make up tor -
the loss of public serutiny under the
Freedom of Information Act. -

Carlucci. acknowledged that the

- Freedom of Information Act had “per-

haps ‘unfairly” come to be tagged as
the source of improper disclosures.
But he maintained the law still needs
to be changed, primarily because the
CIA has been unable to convince
many of its foreign agents and other
sources that they have nothing to- fear

from it. He called the “perception”

more important than the reality be-
cause . in. intelligence work, he: con-
tended, “the perception is the reality.”

Forced to comply with the Freedom
of Information Act in 1974 by a series

~of congressional ~ amendments, * the
.. CIA is seeking a‘change that would

put most of its- operational ﬂles be-

- yond the reach ‘of the law and thus of -

the courts, which-enforce if. * . :‘r ;
It could not be ascertamed what'

books about the’ CI—\ are the m\ehest ]

targets of new lawsuits. As the result.
of the Supr erne Court ‘decision, Snepp
will have to axve up all earnings from.
his book, “Decent Interval,” and sub-
mit all future writings for CLx screen-
ing. The government 1s seekmd ‘the
same remedy against Adee for- hls R
books, “Dirty Work: The CIA in West-
ern Europe,” which was published in’

11978, and _the justreleased, * Dlrty
~Work II the CIAm Africa”. . 03

Washmgton Post staff writer Laura A

"I\wrnan ccmtnbuted to this story. - 3;: R
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